Awaken – Tie Down – Saturday Afternoon
1. Do you ever remember being afraid of the dark as a child? What helped?
2. In modern Hebrew, a common greeting is, "Mah shalomkah?" Meaning, how is your shalom? 

· How would you describe the current state of your heart before this weekend?

3. Not believing God is one thing that can keep us from “spiritually seeing.” 

· Is there any particular aspect of your life where you have been living religiously? In what area of your life has it been difficult to believe the Gospel?
	Religion’s – Operating Principle

I obey, therefore I am accepted.
	Gospel’s – Operating Principle

I am accepted, therefore I obey.

	· Under religion – the motivational structure of the heart comes from fear. I’m obeying because I’m afraid of what will happen to me if I don’t.
	· Under the Gospel – the motivational structure of the heart comes from love. I’m obeying God because I know he loves me and his ways are best for me.

	· Under religion – we determine how accepted we are by God based on how we perceive we are following, obeying, and submitting to God. I feel good about my relationship with God because I’m performing well. 
	· Under the Gospel – we determine that we are completely accepted based on the sufficiency of Jesus’ death on the cross. I feel good about my relationship because, though I can’t earn or deserve, God loves me completely including the times I mess up. 

	· Under religion – it is absolutely critical that you think of yourself as a good person. I find myself constantly evaluating and comparing myself to others. 
	· Under the Gospel – you simply see yourself as a wonderfully redeemed child of the king. I rejoice in what God has created me to be. I am not ashamed of my weaknesses, because I know God can work through them to display himself.

	· Under religion – you will inevitably and perpetually be judging others. I find myself regularly having judgmental thoughts towards others because I need to know I’m doing OK. 
	· Under the Gospel – you recognize that you have no grounds for feelings superiority. I rarely find myself judging others because I realize I have no grounds to do so. I am but a sinner saved by the loving grace of God. 

	· Under religion – we place limits on what we perceive God should be able to ask of us based on our performance. We are spiritual “taxpayers.” I struggle with the circumstances of my life and often think that God is being unfair to me and I deserve better. 
	· Under the Gospel – we recognize that there are no limits to what God can ask of us because of the limitless love and sacrifice of God expressed fully in Jesus Christ. I recognize that everything that comes to me in life is not beyond the loving eyes and hand of God. Though I struggle, I believe he will work my trials for good in my life and I’m at peace.


4. “Bad eyes” are another thing that can keep us from “spiritually seeing” read this verse: (Jer 2:12-13 NIV) Be appalled at this, O heavens, and shudder with great horror,” declares the Lord. “My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 
· God says that all of heaven is appalled when we choose to exchange Him (Living Water) for the temporary things of this world (water in broken cisterns).

· Where in your life have you been attempting to be satisfies by “polluted water”   - that is, where are you seeking Shalom from the world instead of God?
Pray for the individual on your right, ask God to help them “see well” and that the blinders and distractions in questions 3 and 4 would be set aside so as to see Him better.  
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