                       What is spiritual warfare?
                                                                    Herschel Martindale
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power.  Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes (strategies).  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

Ephesians 6:10-12

“Be self controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.   Resist him, standing firm in the faith…” (1 Peter 5:8)
“…if there was anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, in order that Satan might not outwit us.  For we are not unaware of his schemes.”
2 Corinthians 2:10-11

“For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.  On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ”.  2 Corinthians  10:3-5

· Spiritual Warfare is REAL and affects each of us
Consider some of the human struggles that many might experience:

Anger, jealousy, judging, bitterness, slander, prejudice, rejection, violence, conflict,

anxiety, depression, fear, insecurity, pride, alcohol and drug addiction, idolatry, insult,
sexual fantasy and pornography addiction, immorality, adultery, and homosexuality.

How does Satan USE these human weaknesses to deceive, discourage or destroy us?

How does Satan USE any of our difficult circumstances in life to confuse or defeat us?

How can we be empowered by God to defeat Satan in his schemes?

What weapons can we use to overpower Satan and evil influences?

· Remember that the first battle is in the MIND.
“…we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ”  (2 Cor. 10:5)

· Next, we choose to faith it, that is, believe and trust God to help us in our need.
“No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful.  He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.
(1 Cor. 10:13)

            “I can do everything through HIM who gives me strength.”   (Philippians 4:13)
· God has given us three major weapons to assist us in this warfare.
· The PROMISES OF GOD
“How can a young man keep his way pure?  By living according to your Word”

  Psalms 119:9

“You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  (John 8:32)

“…He has given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.”  (2 Peter 1:4)

· FAITH: The choice to believe and trust God

“He did not waver in unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what He had promised.”   Romans 4:20-21
            “And without faith, it is impossible to please God…”  (Hebrews 11:6)
           “ ...”Take up the shield of FAITH with which you can extinguish ALL the flaming 

            arrows of the evil one.”  (Ephesians 6:15)
·  PRAYER
“The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  James 5:16

            “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
             thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which 

             transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ

             Jesus.”   (Philippians 4:6-7)

             “You do not have, because you do not ask God.”  (James 4:2)

NO ONE can defeat me spiritually.  Satan cannot!  Others cannot!  ONLY me!

“Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

  1Corinthians 15:57-58

“In all these things we are more than conquerors through HIM who loved us.”
  (Romans 8:37

(If you have questions, go over and over the verses again—believe and obey)

