Paul’s 1st Letter to Timothy

Purpose 

To clearly articulate for Timothy (and the church) how the household of God was to be ordered and managed, so that he could set things straight in Ephesus where false teachers had gotten a foothold in the church.  As the pillar and support of the truth , the church is to be a picture of godliness – focusing on prayer for the completion of its mission (with men and women embracing their respective roles within that), appointing only qualified men and women for leadership, and financially supporting only true widows and good elders.  Above all, it was critical that Timothy (and men like him) faithfully contend for the faith, as he had been charged.  If he fulfilled His role of teaching and practicing the sound doctrine that had been passed down to Him, he would prevent the church from going astray.

Structure

By specifically reminding Timothy of the situation and what was at stake, and charging Him to stay clear of the error and totally commit himself to teaching and living the faith and leading the church to do likewise (1:1-20, 3:14-4:16, 6:2b-16, 6:20-21)

By spelling out for him what he wanted him to teach the church regarding how it was to be ordered and managed, so that it would practice godliness as the pillar and support of the truth  (2:1-3:13, 5:1-6:2a, 6:17-19)



	1:1-20  reminding Timothy why he left him in Ephesus and charging him to complete his mission
	

	
	2:1-3:13  telling him to focus the church on praying for the progress of its mission, and to honor and appoint only qualified leaders 

	3:14-4:16  telling him that the church is the pillar and support of the truth, but false teachers will arise so he must diligently teach and practice these things in order to save himself and the church from them
	

	
	5:1-6:2a  telling him to relate with everyone appropriately within the community, and specifically how to support and handle widows, elders, and slaves

	6:2b-16  calling on Timothy again to teach and practice sound doctrine, and then formally charging him in the presence of God to do so
	

	
	6:17-19  telling him to instruct the rich to place their hope in God and use their wealth to further the kingdom

	6:20-21  one final call to Timothy to faithfully guard what has been entrusted to Him
	


